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a fibre which may be separated from the leaf-stalks; a fibre
called 'tar' which may be prepared from the interior of the stem;
a fibre or coir derived from the pericarp, and the fibrous
material of the leaves.
The leaf-fibre is utilized in the manufacture of the basket-
ware of Madras, produced at Pulikat in Chingleput, Kimedi. in
Ganjam and Bezwada in Godavari, etc. Fine strips of the leaves
specially prepared and dyed are plaited into braids and worked
up into fancy boxes, cigar-cases and the like.
Sonic years ba<sk investigations were instituted in India with
a view to determining the extent to which the cord-like fibres
might be employed in brush-rnakingr as substitutes for the
American piassaba fibre (Attalea funifera) and the Ceylon kittul
(Caryota urens). So far indications have not been obtained of
a very great demand for these special Indian fibres.
The stem or tar fibre is prepared in some special way by
fishermen so that it becomes pliable and can be plaited into
fish-traps. It is neither spun nor twisted, a single thread or
fibro-vascular bundle being used. The method of preparation
adopted by the fishermen has not as yet been made public.
The export trade in tal coir, or 'palm-fibre* as it is often called,
centres largely in Tuticorin.
One of the most singular purposes for which the Palmyra-leaf
is employed in Ceylon is that of being used as a plug to keep
open and enlarge the holes bored in the lobes of men's ears and
in which are ultimately inserted those huge golden rings and
masses of jewellery which the wealthy among the Tamils are so
fond of displaying. For this purpose a thin leaflet is neatly
cut into a narrow strip and closely rolled up. In this state its
tendency to expand assists materially in keeping the hole open.1
. The following passage, taken from Rumphius, who wrote in
1741, is more of historical interest: "By the inhabitants of
Macassar," he says, "these leaves are so much esteemed that
none of the common people dare carry an umbrella or large
broad-brimmed hat made of them, except the three highest
noblemen in that country, namely, the Princes of Tello, of Goa,
and of Sadrabona. They accordingly make umbrellas from the
leaf of the Talla (Palmyra), all the radii of which are inter-
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